Te that is firſt in "his oxon wing feet jt Jad hit neightour i 
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OON after the 8 neus of Mr. hiked 
death arrived, ſevefgl of my friends deſired me to 
T7 ſome Sermons. of lis that I had taken dqwn in ſhort- 
at the time of t Avery. Mr. Keen, in conſe- =; 
quence of an a pplicativn! eto him by a friend of mind, 
deſired to ſee 4 ſpecimen of the Sermons. I ſent to him a 
tranſeript of almoſt the whole of Mr, Whitefield's laſt fare. © 2 
wel Ser non, on John x. 27, 28. 2 after keeping near 
three weeks, he returned with ſtrong. expreſſions, of © 2 
N Promiſing that be would 1 them to be 
\ recommendec 


6 n 
recommended from the Pulpit, at the Tabernacle and the 
Chapel, according to the following agreement, which 1 


drew up at the ſame time at his requeſt: 


London, the thirteenth of November, one thouſand ſeven 
. hundred and ſeventy. It is this day mutually agreed berween 
| Robert Keen, woollen-draper, on the one part, and. Joſeph 
Gurney, bookſeller, on the other part. The ſaid Robert Keen, 
upon his part, engages and promiſes to recommend and autben- 
ricate to the public, the collection of Sermons preached by the 
late Rev. Mr. Whitefield, which are now preparing for the 
. preſs, from the ſoort-band notes of the ſaid Foſeph Gurney ;- 
and the ſaid Foſeph Gurney, upon his.part, hereby promiſes and 
engages to allow one ſhilling profit to the ſaid Robert Keen, 
upon every copy of the aforeſaid Sermons that ſhall be ſold by 
rhe means of the ſaid Robert Keen, as well at the Chapel in 
 Tattenham-Court-Road, and the Tabernatle in Moorfields, as 
in America; the ſaid ſhilling profit upon every copy ſo ſold, to 
Die clear of all deduction, to be at the diſpoſal of the ſaid Robert 
Keen, according to the tenor of Mr. Whitefield"s will reſpecting 
the profits arifing from any of his, Mr. Whitefield"'s works; 
And it is mutually agreed, that the above-mentioned profit of 
+ one foilling, upon each of the volumes ſold as above, ſhall extend 
150ß every edition that the ſaid Joſeph Gurney may publiſh of the 
above-mentioned Sermons. Witneſs our hands the day and date 
dforeſaid. RG ; eee 


Mr. Keen approved of the agreement; he declined 

ſigning of it at that time, but deſired a copy of it, which 

— him. I immediately drew up the following adver- 
rr 


tiſement: 5 


. 2 To 4 P BOL I:C. 


: There dre now preparing for the preſs, and will be publiſhed 
with all convenient expedition, a genuine collection of Sermons, 
by the late reverend Mr. George Whitefield, taten verbatim in 
 fhort-hand, by J. Gurney, a ſpectmen of which has-been- laid 
| n - : before 


FS 13 | 
Zefore the Gentlemen who have the management of Mr. White: 
field's affairs, and have met with their approbation. \ 7 


It is therefore thought neceſſary to caution the public againſt 
being impoſed upon by any ſpurious publication, and eſpecially that 


already obtruded upon the world, under the title of Mr. White- 


field's Farewel Sermon, of «which Mr. Whitefield thus expreſ- | 


ſed himſelf. in a letter to his friend, dated off New Romney, 
Sept. 26, 1769. © I wiſh you had advertiſed againſt the pul- 
<< liſher of my laſt Sermon; it is not verbatim as I delivered 


« it, In ſome places he makes me ſpeak quite nonſenſe and falſe 


« concord; in otbers, the ſenſe and connexion is deſtroyed by the 
« injudicious disjointed paragraphs; the whole is entirely unfit, 
« for the public notice: and there is no occaſion to bring one's. 
« ſelf into needleſs contempt.” | | "veg 


A genuine copy of that Sermon, as well as ſeveral others, bs | 


preached upon particular occaſions, will be printed in this col: 


lection, which will be ſold only by Foſeph Gurney, bookſeller in + 
Holthorn, oppoſite Hatton-garden, at the Tabernacle in Moor- 


fields, and at the Chapel in Tottenbam-Couri- Road. 


Mr. Keen took a copy of the above advertiſement, which 
he promiſed ſhould be read in the Pulpitat the Tabernacle and 


Chapel. Mr. Keen promiſed ſeveral different times when. ic 
ſhould be read, and as often failed, notwithſtanding I 11 1 
id Mr, 


edly urged the performance of his promiſe; at laſt, he ſ 


Decourcy would be the moſt proper perſon to read it, and h 


would therefore defer it till he came to town, which was 


expected ſhortly. Mr. Decourcy came to town ſoon after, 
but the paper was never read. As ſoon as I could get a 
proof of the firſt half-ſheet, I took it to Mr. Keen; he, 
expreſſed his ſatis faction with the exactneſs of it. I offered 


him a review of the future proof ſheets, which he declined, 


and ſaid he ſhould-be ſatisfied with Dr. Gifford's reviſal; 
and at the ſame time Mr. Keen ſaid he would ſend fifteen 


hundred copies of the Sermons to America. 


As: 4. 


- > 


[4] 
Ge, When the printing of the volume was nearly compleated, 
I ſent a copy of the firſt nine Sermons to each of the 
j Truſtees; and calling ſome days after at Mr. Keen's, I met: 


| Mr. Hardy there; then they began, for the firſt time, fpeak- | 
ing againſt the Sermons; they ſaid they were like the rav- 


| ings of a madman, and utterly unfit for publication.” Mr. 
1 Hardy indeed offered another reaſon, why he did 
not approve of the Sermons; he faid, Sof pore. 
THOUGHT IT VERY STRANGE, THAT ONE BOORSELEER 
SHOULD PUBLISH MRr.WHITEFiELD'S WORKS, AND ANOTHER 
BOOKSEELER A VOLUME OF His SERMONS. I defired they 
would point out any paſſige that was not printed as 
delivered by Mr. Whitefield, or ſhew where any thing 
that was delivered by Mr. Whitefield, had been omitted; 
both of which they prudently. declined, and contented 
| themſelves with ſaying, that the editor ſhould have thrown 
| out every inelegant expreſſion. I told them F <wonld not 
| conſent to have the Sermons garbled; that I would print them 
faithfully as they were delivered; that if they would point 
out any miſtake, that either the leaf ſhould be cancell'd, 
oödbr an erratum printed. I waited on Mr. Weſt the next 
morning; Mr. Weſt told me that he had read one of the 
Sermons, which he heard preached, (I think he faid the firſt) 
and was ſurpriſed to find it ſo exact. Dr. Gifford and Mr. 
Keen had ſeveral meetings after this, but to no purpoſe, 
' The Sermons were printed off, and the publication [4d been 
j delayed ſeveral weeks, by waiting for Mr. Keen's deter- 
1 mination. At laſt, by Mr, Keen's appointment, Dr. | 
SVifford and myſelf gave him the meeting at the Chapel 
Veſtry, on Tueſday the firſt of September. 


Mr. Keen then continued to ſpeak dimnitively of the Ser- 
C mons; but the Rev. Mr. Kinſman, who was preſent, ſaid 
that it was his opinion that the Sermons were printed as de- 
J livered by Mr. Whitefield, but that Mr. Whitefield's diſ- 
[ courſes, of late years, were very unfit for the preſs without 
undergoing a conſiderable alteration. . I begged of Mr. 
Keen to keep me no longer in ſuſpenſe, but give me an 
anſwer, whether he choſe'to have any concern 1n the pub- 

| lication: 
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neation: he ſaid, he did not chuſe to have any concern in 
it; and as we were going away, he called me back and de- 
fired that I would Nor PUBLISH THEM FOR SIX MONTHS 
I replied that the Sermons would be as exceptionable ſix 
months hence as they were now; that I had already delayed 
the publication ſeveral months to oblige him, and would 
defer it no longer. On the following Saturday morning, 
Mr. Keen, Mr. Hardy, and Mr. Wy. came together to my 
houſe, and aſked me what I intended to do, reſpecting the 
Sermons ; I told them that I had entered them at Sta- 
tioners Hall, and fent many into the country; they ſaid 
they were ſorry I had proceeded ſo far, for that they came 
to offer me the 3 the Sermons had coſt me, and to 
take them all off my hands, but were ſorry it was too late. 
I told them that if they had made the offer ſooner, I would 
not have accepted it, and thereby have ſurpreſſed a collec- 
tion of Sermons that bid fair for eminent uſeful- 
neſs. On the day following (Lord's day). Mr. Kinſman, 
notwithſtanding he had declared the preceding Tueſday, 
that he believed the Sermons were printed as Mr. White- 


field delivered them, I ſay, notwithſtanding this, Mr. Kinſ- 


man read a paper in the pulpit, at the Tabernacle, ac- 
quainting the audience, as I am informed by ſeveral that 
were preſent, that the Volume of Sermons, about to.be 


. Publiſhed as Mr, Whitefield's by Joſeph Gurney, were 


not Mr. Whitefeeld's, either in ſentiment er expreſſion; and ad- 
viſed the people not to buy them, for that if they did, they 
would be « ;poſed upon. The ſame notice was alſo given 
by the Miniſter, at the Chapel. As I was not neon at 
either place, when the paper was read, I went on the 
Tueſday following to Mr. Keen's, and deſired a copy.gf 
it; Mr. Keen ſaid Mr, Hardy had the original; accordingly, 
atter worſhip was oyer that night at the Chapel, I went 
into the Veſtry, and requeſted a copy of Mr. Hardy 
Mr. Hardy told me he had it not about him. One 
of Mr. Hardy's friends abuſed me in a virulent 
and vulgar manner, notwithſtanding I gave him no kind 
of provocation; (for the prapriety of my behaviour, I ap- 
pea! to eyery perſon that was preſent.) As ſogn as I had 
obtained 
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obtained Mr. Elardy's anſwer, which was, thatT might ee 


what they had-to ſay about the Sermons on the number of 
Mr. Whitefields works, which would be publiſhed on the 


5 next Saturday but one. I came away. not a little rejoiced 


that Mr. Hardy's friend had diſmiſſed me with only wisn- 
ING, that he could sæE THE: SERMONS BURNING UPON ONE 
PILE, AND ME UPON ANOTHER; as I was apprehenſive I 


ſhould have received ſame perſonal injury. 


| On Saturday, September 14, in No. 29, of Mr. White» 
field's Works, the following advertiſement appeared: 


Jui you had advertiſed againſt the publiſher of my la 


Sermon. It is not verbatim as I delivered it. In ſome places, 


' he makes me to ſpeak falſe concord, and even nonſenſe. Iu 
. others, the ſenſe and connection are deftroyed, by the injudicious 


digointed paragraphs; and the whale is entirely unfit for the 
public review*, See Mr. Whitefield's works, Vol. III. 
page 406, 407, Letter MCCCCXL. - * 


* The very ſame cenſures are too juſtly applicable to the volume 
Sermons, "now publiſhed by Mr. Gurney as Mr. Whitefield s.v— 4 


Relying on the accuracy of the ſhort-hand-writer, and on the fidelity of 


the reuerend gentleman iuls was to reviſe the Sermons, and on their joint 
regard for the memory of Mr. Whitefield, his executors did agree to re- 
eommend the intended publication, and promote its ſale ; for which, a 
eonſideration was to be paid by Mr. Gurney, to be applied by them, ac- 
cording to the tenor of Mr, Wiitefield's will; but on their receiving 
wine of the Sermons, (bored off) to their great pie they found 
themſelves, after peruſal, unable io authenticate them, euver as to lan- 
age or ſentiments ; therefore judging them utterly unfit for publica- 
tion, they told Mr. Gurney, that on no conſideration whatever, could they 
recommend them to the public. The executors are extremely concerned 
an Mr. Gurney's account, as well as for the character of their late ur- 
riend ; and naw wiſh: that they had not reſted with the hearing only 
one half ſheet read to. them, but had inſiſted on ſeeing the whole manu- 


Ftcript, and every ſheet from the preſs. However, though Mr. Gurney 


ought to have flopped the preſs when firſt applied to, and although the 
"7 


agreement was never ſigned by either of the parties, the executors bave 


repeatedly fired, that, beſides chearfully renouncing all advantages, they 
ill pay what 


ever expences Mr. Gurney hath been at in the affair, and 
fo take and ln the whole impreſſion ; as otherwiſe the — muſt 
be deceived, and the name of the deceaſed ſorely wounded, 

| If 
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If the reader turns back to the advertifettient of the Set 
tons, that was drawn up at Mr. Keenf's, he will find that | 
the letter to which this note is affixed, is there, mentioned, 
and the public are informed in that advertiſement, chat che 2 
Sermon that had been printed was very defective, but that 

mine was genuine; and prior to this; Mr. Keen had com- 
pared that Sermon and mine together. Yer now hedays, 
the very ſame cenſures are — to mine. It is totally 
falſe to aſſert that they reſted with hearing only one half ſheet 
read to them; for, as mentioned before, they had, beſides 
that half - ſheet, very near the whole of the laſt Sermm 
three weeks in their poſſeſſion ; and that they repeatedly _ + 
offered me my expences, is untrue z for the offer that was | 
made me after the publication, as mentioned before, was 
the only one that ever was made me. Mr. Keen had, in- 
deed, ſaid vnre before, namely, at the meeting before men- 
tioned, at the Chapel, that it was a pity but ſome method 
could be hit upon, whereby my expences might be paid 
me, and the Sermons be . deſtroyed. And I replied. at 
that time, that if he was to offer me the money down that 
they coſt, and I was ſure that I ſhould make no me b 
the publication, yet would I publiſn them, becauſe I thought 
they would be made uſeful; and, to convince the puhlic 
that I did not mean to obtrude upon them à collection g 
Sermons as Mr. Whizefield's, which were not authentic, 1 
advertiſed in the public news- papers, that if abe purchaſer, 
after having read them, ſbould be of opinion that they were 
wot genuine, 1 would return his money. And though I have 
fold upwards of 600 copies, I have not had a ſingle 
purchaſer expreſs the leaſt diſfatisfaction; very many, on the 
contrary, have in the warmeſt terms expreſſed their ap# © 
probation, and among them. many of the greateſt Diwines | 
of the preſent day. And A. do naw repeat, that IX ? 
TO RETURN ANY PURCHASEP'S MONEY, WHO SHALL, AER 
HE HAS READ THE SERMONS, BE OF, OPINION. THAT | 
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N, B. If he a number. "SNL in 8 ts A 
| $2; Truſtees; where, take Mr. Keen only. acted uU Ws | 
. taken for granted, he d on the park 4 ¹ W 
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